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IT  is  with  much  pleasure  that  your  Council  records  that  the  Rt.  Hon.  the 
Earl  of  Scarbrough,  who  has  many  happy  associations  with  the  City  and 
County,  accepted  the  Council’s  invitation  to  become  the  President  of  the 
Yorkshire  Philosophical  Society.  , 

Lord  Scarbrough  succeeds  to  the  position  held  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl 
of  Feversham  from  1935  to  1948,  to  whom  our  thanks  are  due  for  his  services 
to  the  Society,  particularly  in  connection  with  the  development  of  the  Grounds. 

The  year  has  been  marked  by  satisfactory  progress  in  practically  all 
departments  of  the  Museum.  It  has,  however,  been  essentially  a  year  of 
preparation  for  further  advances.  The  repair,  for  instance,  of  many  war- 
damaged  exhibition  cases  will  enable  us  in  the  near  future  to  make  a  start 
on  the  installation  of  displays  covering  Botany,  Reptiles  and  Amphibians 
and  other  equally  important  aspects  of  Natural  History,  which  are  not  yet, 
covered,  or  fully  covered,  in  our  exhibition  galleries.  Meanwhile,  these  repaired 
cases  are  being  used  to  display  temporary  exhibits.  The  same  idea  of  temporary 
expedient  is  also  now  observable  in  the  gallery  devoted  to  birds.  During  the 
year  this  gallery  was  completely  redecorated,  the  cases  thoroughly  cleaned 
and  re-arranged,  and,  although  the  results  achieved  are  far  from  satisfactory, 
they  will,  it  is  hoped,  serve  until  time  and  money  are  forthcoming  to  do  some¬ 
thing  to  meet  more  fully  the  demands  of  scientific  arrangement  and  modern 
methods  of  display. 

..  Apart  from  the  progress  in  the  galleries  it  is  a  pleasure  to  record  here  that 
the  Natural  History  Stud}?-  Collections  are  in  excellent  order,  and  are  continually 
growing  in  bulk  and  importance.  Requests  for  the  loan  and  identification  of 
specimens  are  received  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and,  although  your 
Council  does  not  wish  to  foster  parochialism,  it  is  at  times  difficult  to  decide 
just  how  far  a  provincial  museum  with  a  very  small  staff  may  legitimately  be 
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called  upon  to  deal  with  outside  requests  and  at  the  same  time  cater  fairly 
for  the  immediate  needs  of  the  City.  These  remarks  apply  with  equal  force 
to  the  material  in  the  department  of  Archaeology,  which,  under  the  able  care 
of  Mr.  Waterman,  has  now  been  completely  re-arranged  in  accordance  with 
the  plans  laid  down  by  the  Council  in  1943.  The  Museum,  by  virtue  of  the 
valuable  material  it  contains,  must  continue  to  serve  a  dual  purpose;  it  must 
satisfy  local  needs,  and  at  the  same  time  cater  for  advanced  students  wherever 
they  may  be.  Nevertheless,  your  Council  is  of  the  opinion  that  every  encourage¬ 
ment  should  be  given  to  students  to  visit  the  Museum  personally  for  the  purpose 
of  identifying  their  own  material  against  the  material  in  the  Museum  Collections, 
so  that  the  energies  of  the  Museum  staff  can  be  thrown  more  completely  into 
the  work  of  rehabilitating  the  galleries,  which  are  in  the  main  provided  for 
the  citizens  of  York,  and  are,  or  should  be,  an  important  source  of  revenue. 
If  this  can  be  achieved,  and  outside  work  curtailed  to  the  minimum,  your 
Council  believes  that  in  two  or  three  years’  time,  the  Yorkshire  Museum  will 
be  serving  both  the  academic  student  and  the  general  public  on  an  equal  basis. 

All  other  departments  of  the  Museum  have  made  steady  progress  and 
dealt  with  numerous  routine  questions.  As  in  previous  years,  Mr.  Geoffrey 
Thompson  and  Mr.  Gelson  Walker  have  spent  much  time  in  the  maintenance 
of  our  coin  collections.  Proper  facilities  for  the  display  of  coins  in  the  public 
galleries  are  being  held  up  owing  to  the  expenses  involved,  but  a  special  effort 
will  be  made  next  year  to  purchase  the  cases  which  are  required.  Coins  form 
an  important  collection  in  the  Yorkshire  Museum,  and  they  also  make  a  strong 
appeal  to  the  general  public. 

Dr.  Fidler  has  continued  the  re-arrangement  and  cataloguing  of  our 
collections  of  Coleoptera,  and  has  prepared  a  list  of  the  beetles  of  Askham  Bog 
for  publication  by  the  Yorkshire  Naturalists’  Trust. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Taylor  has  assisted  in  the  labelling  of  specimens  in  the  Bird 
Gallery  and  the  Egg  Collections. 

Mr.  A.  A.  Dallman  has  continued  to  insert  new  sheets  into  the  Herbarium, 
and  Mr.  A.  W.  Ping  and  the  Recorder  have  jointly  maintained  the  Meteoro¬ 
logical  Station. 

To  the  above-named  gentlemen,  whose  separate  reports  appear  in  the 
Transactions  of  the  Society,  your  Council  is  grateful  for  their  continued  support 
in  the  work  of  the  Museum. 

Apart  from  the  maintenance  of  the  Collections,  it  became  evident  during 
the  year  that  the  decorating  of  the  Entrance  Hall  and  Central  Hall  could  not 
long  be  delayed.  This  work  was  undertaken  by  two  members  of  the  Staff, 
and  your  Council  desires  to  thank  Mr.  Anthony  Tynan,  temporary  assistant, 
and  Mr.  Wentworth,  the  Attendant,  for  carrying  out  so  effectively  this  fine 
piece  of  work.  Whilst  the  decorating  was  in  progress  the  opportunity  was 
taken  to  renovate  the  pictures  in  the  Central  Hall.  All  of  them  were  taken 
down,  thoroughly  cleaned  and  their  frames  re-gilded. 

Staff 

Mr.  Kenneth  Williamson,  a  temporary  assistant  in  the  Department  of 
Natural  History  since  1946,  left  in  April  to  take  up  the  Directorship  of  the 
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Fair  Isle  bird  observatory.  Mr.  Anthony  Tynan  was  appointed  to  the  position 
vacated  by  Mr.  Williamson. 

Under  our  scheme  for  the  training  of  Museum  Assistants,  Miss  Elizabeth 
Begg,  of  New  Zealand,  has  been  studying  in  the  Museum  since  September  last. 
Miss  Begg,  having  received  a  grounding  in  the  preservation  of  Natural  History 
specimens,  is  now  working  in  the  department  of  Archaeology. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  to  take  in  Mr.  Geoffrey  Watson  for  a 
period  of  one  year  under  the  same  scheme.  The  Museum  has  been  approached 
by  other  students,  but  only  those  considered  satisfactory  are  accepted. 

Lectures 

The  following  lectures  were  given  in  the  Tempest  Anderson  Hall  during 
the  Spring  of  1948. 

24th  January,  1948  “Broadland  Birds,”  Eric  Hosking,  F.R.P.S.,  M.B.O.U. 

17th  March,  1948  ...  “Excavation  of  Roman  London,  1939-45,”  Adrian 

Oswald,  F.S.A.,  Keeper  of  the  Guildhall  Museum, 
London. 

6th  April,  1948  ...  “Roman  Glass,”  D.  B.  Harden,  F.S.A.,  Keeper  of  the 

Department  of  Antiquities,  Ashmolean  Museum, 
Oxford. 

THE  GARDENS 

t 

With  the  removal  of  many  evergreens  and  old  undergrowth,  the  beds 
have  been  opened  out  to  receive  a  number  of  new  flowering  shrubs,  and  parti¬ 
cular  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  beds  near  the  entrance  gates.  Although 
the  full  effects  of -the  year’s  work  will  not  be  seen  for  some  time  to  come,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  grounds  are  now  in  a  more  satisfactory  condition 
than  they  have  been  for  some  years.  Your  Gardens’  Committee  met  frequently 
throughout  the  year,  and  is  most  anxious  to  make  the  grounds  in  every  way 
more  attractive  to  visitors. 


FINANCE 

The  work  of  reorganization  of  the  Museum  collections  continues,  and  for 
some  time  will  make  further  demands  upon  the  funds  of  the  Society.  The 
adverse  balance  on  the  routine  income  and  expenditure  account  is  rather 
less  than  last  year,  but  this  is  due  to  certain  special  circumstances.  It  is 
necessary  that  some  further  effort  should  be  made,  by  an  increase  in  member¬ 
ship,  or  other  means,  to  improve  the  income.  The  membership  of  the  Yorkshire 
Philosophical  Society  now  stands  at  449,  being  a  small  increase  on  the  previous 
year. 

OBITUARY  NOTICES 

Professor  F.  O.  Bower,  Sc.D.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.,  F.L.S.,  who  was  elected 
an  Honorary  Member  of  the  Society  in  1906,  died  on  11th  April,  1948,  at  the 
age  of  92.  He  came  of  a  long-established  Yorkshire  family,  and  had  an  almost 
life-long  association  with  the  county;  he  was  born  at  Ripon  on  4th  November, 
1855,  and  returned  there  on  his  retirement  in  1925.  His  long  life  witnessed 
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a  period  of  almost  unparalleled  change  in  botanical  outlook,  and  his  achieve¬ 
ments  were  acknowledged  by  the  conferment  of  many  honours.  He  was 
President  of  the  British  Association  in  1930,  and  President  of  Section  K  on 
three  occasions.  He  published  a  number  of  important  botanical  works,  and 
shortly  before  his  death  he  generously  presented  to  the  Society  a  selection 
of  volumes  from  his  own  extensive  library. 

Vaughan  Cornish,  D.Sc.,  F.R.G.S.,  President,  in  1928,  of  the  Geographical 
Association,  died  on  1st  May,  1948,  aged  eighty- five.  He  was  elected  an 
Honorary  Member  of  the  Society  in  1906. 

Sir  George  Francis  Hill,  K.C.B.,  M.A.,  D.C.L.,  LL.D.,  F.S.A.,  who 
died  on  20th  October,  1948,  was  elected  an  Honorary  Member  of  this  Society 
in  1934,  when  he  was  Director  and  Principal  Librarian  of  the  British  Museum. 
As  Dr.  George  Hill,  he  had  an  international  reputation  for  his  studies  in  coins 
and  medals,  and  for  many  years  was  Keeper  of  that  department  in  the  British 
Museum. 

Alderman  W.  H.  Birch,  J.P.,  who  died  on  27th  November,  1948,  had 
for  very  many  years  taken  an  active  interest,  and  played  a  useful  part,  in  the 
civic  life  of  our  city.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Society  in  1922,  and  was 
elected  a  Vice-President  in  1924.  His  presence  and  advice  were  much  appre¬ 
ciated  on  the  various  committees  on  which  he  served,  and  his  loss  is  greatly 
felt. 


NEW  MEMBERS,  elected  in  1948 


Anderson,  Miss  D.  M.,  “Richmond  House,”  Sycamore  Terrace 

Barlow,  Lieut-Col.  A.  E.,  42  Marygate 

Bingham,  O.  S.  S.,  78  The  Mount 

Brown,  Harry,  42  Gillygate 

Clark,  Sidney,  31  Hampden  Street,  Bishophill 

Clayton,  C.  J.,  “Old  Rectory  House”,  Chapter  House  Street 

Dales,  Mrs.  H.  D.,  “Lynthorpe  House”,  Newton  Terrace 

Duffield,  Mrs.  J.  E.,  14  St.  Mary’s 

Ferrey,  Peter,  19  Sycamore  Place 

Fidler,  J.  H.,  M.A.,  Ph.D.,  2  Fulford  Court,  Naburn  Lane 

Fitch,  A.  A.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  Ledston  Hall,  xLllerton  Bywater,  m.  Leeds 

Gardham,  Brigadier  H.  P.,  48  Marygate 

Harland,  Stephen,  M.A.,  LL.B.,  16  Coney  Street 

Harrison,  Herbert,  14  Sycamore  Terrace 

Hess,  Hans,  City  of  York  Art  Gallery 

House,  Alec  W.,  19  Blake  Street 

Lacy,  A.  C.,  22  Queen  Anne’s  Road 

Lovell,  P.  A.,  43  Bootham 

Massam,  Leonard,  34  Bootham 

Moore,  W.  S.,  148  Manor  Drive  North,  Acomb 

Morris,  T.  W.,  18-20  Marygate 

Mozley,  Lieut-Col.  E.  N.,  D.$.0.,  Lynwood,  Ripon 

Perkin,  Mrs.  M.  P.,  52  Bootham  Crescent 

Ramsay,  Miss  Judith,  23  High  Petergate 

Scrase,  Mrs.  V.  A.,  6  Claremont  Terrace 

Shields,  Mrs.  D.  M.,  23  St.  Mary’s 

Smith,  Miss  Ida,  6  Clayton  Street 
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Sugden,  Capt.  R.  E.,  70  Marygate 
Sunley,  Mrs.  K.  M.,  17  Bean  Street 
Turner,  P.  N.,  A.C.A.,  5  St.  Mary’s 
Wright,  E.  W.,  39  Burton  Stone  Lane 

DEATHS 

Honorary  Members 

Bower,  Prof.  F.  O.,  Sc.D.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.,  2  The  Crescent,  Ripon 
Cornish,  Vaughan,  D.Sc.,  Inglewood,  Camberley,  Surrey 
Hill,  Sir  George  F.,  K.C.B.,  M.A.,  D.C.L.,  LL.D.,  F.S.A.,  23  Whitehall  Court, 
London,  S.W.l 

Members 

Birch,  Alderman  W.  H.,  J.P.,  Heath  Holme,  Fulford 

Dalton,  J.,  8  North  Parade 

Hood,  X.,  M.D.,  Castlegate 

Lupton,  J.  A.,  15  Bootham 

Wright,  Wm.,  J.P.,  The  Grange,  Heworth  Green 

Lady  Subscriber 
Hodgson,  Miss  M.,  3  Heworth  Green 


DEATHS  AND  RESIGNATIONS 

Honorary  Members  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Members  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Lady  Subscriber  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ticket  Holders  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


34 

NEW  MEMBERS 

Members  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Ticket  Holders  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

39 

TOTAL  MEMBERSHIP  ON  31st  DECEMBER,  1948 


Honorary  Members  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Members  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  373 

Lady  Subscribers  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Associates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ticket  Holders  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 


449 
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Dr. 

THE 

YORKSHIRE  PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY. 

INCOME 

31st  Dec. 

.  1947 ■ 

EXPENDITURE. 

£  s. 

d-  £ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d 

£ 

s. 

d 

To 

Salaries  and  Wages  : 

2164 

18 

5 

Museums 

.  : 

2052 

7 

8 

73i 

14 

11 

Lodge  and  Gardens 

• .  •  •  •  • 

850 

16 

8 

366 

12 

0 

Staff  Pension 

...  ... 

81 

12 

0 

70 

9 

7 

National  Health  and  Unemployment  Insurance 

92 

7 

4 

— 

Superannuation  (Employers’  Contribution) 

21 

7 

10 

3333  14 

11 

3098 

11 

6 

To 

Maintenance  of  Properties  and 

Land  : 

So  10 

8 

Rent  and  Rates 

...  ... 

93 

3 

7 

401  14 

10 

Heating,  Lighting  and  Water 

•  .  •  •  •  • 

506 

13 

4 

70  16 

2 

Museum — Repairs 

... 

57 

6 

S 

General  Expenses  : 

£  s.  d. 

214 

18 

0 

Museums 

194  16  2 

85 

1 

6 

Gardens  ... 

103  18  0 

22 

12 

6 

Bowling  Green  ... 

11  10  10 

60 

5 

0 

Estate 

57  13  8 

382  17 

0 - 

367 

18 

8 

935 

18 

8 

1025 

2 

3 

To 

Miscellaneous  Expenses  : 

157 

19 

6 

Books,  Printing  and  Stationery 

•  •  •  •  ■  • 

40 

0 

8 

84 

1 

5 

Insurance 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

59 

4 

0 

65 

18 

6 

Telephone  and  Postages 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

81 

4 

3 

307  19 

5 

180 

8 

11 

To 

Lectures— 

17  14 

5 

Fees  and  Expenses 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

28 

4 

3 

To  Additions  : 

26  1  3  Library 

9  jo  7  Museum  ... 

35  10 - 


30  14  11 
26  3  11 

-  56  18  10 


£4630  19 

6 

£4389  5  9 

255  9 

4 

To  Balance  brought  down 

106  15  2 

276  1 

3 

To  Extraordinary  Expenditure 

—  — 

53i  10  7 


£106  15  2 
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AND  EXPENDITURE  ACCOUNT  for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1948. 


Cr. 


£ 

728 

5 

io 

2 

I 

47 

102 

82 


Dec. 

1947- 

INCOME. 

s. 

d.  £  s.  d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

By  Subscriptions1 

13 

2 

Members 

•  •  • 

719 

1 

4 

0 

0 

County  Members 

•  •  • 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Lady  Subscribers 

•  .  • 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Associates 

•  •  • 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Student  Members 

... 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

Ticket  Holders  ( less  Refunds) 

•  •  • 

42 

5 

0 

17 

6 

Keys  of  Gates 

•  •  • 

101 

17 

6 

0 

0 

Income  Tax  (Refund  under  Deeds  of  Covenant) 

80 

8 

2 

978  io  8 


31  2 
2  o 


6 

o 


33 


212  o 
10  5  o 
4  ^3  7 


17  10  7 


65  o 

40  o 
28  12 

38  14 

25  o 
67  IO  o 
500 
15  0  o 

150 


286 


260  18  0 


1041  2  II 


Note. — Subscriptions  in  arrear  for  1948  amount  to  £15  2s.  6d. 
but  are  not  included  in  these  accounts. 

By  Bowling  Green  : 

Members’  Subscriptions 

Locker  Rents  and  Green  Fees,  etc. 


By  Donations  : 

Members 

York  Corporation— Meteorological  Grant 
Sundries 


By  Rents  : 

St.  Mary’s  Lodge 
Manor  Cottage 
Baths  Cottage,  Marygate 
35,  St.  Olave’s  Road 
Shop,  No.  10  Bootham 
32  &  34,  Bootham  (Tempest  Anderson  Bequest) 
York  Diocesan  Training  College — Boat  Yard 
York  Waterworks  Co. — Shed 
Wayleaves  and  Sundries 


By  Letting  of  Lecture  Hall  and  Rooms 

By  Gate  Money  ...  ...  . 

By  Dividends  and  Interest: 


32 

5 

0 

2 

15 

0 

2 

2 

0 

10 

5 

0 

10 

4 

8 

65 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

28 

12 

0 

34 

2 

0 

25 

0 

0 

67 

10 

0 

5 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

255  9  4 
1 4630  19  6 


By  Balance  being  Excess  of  Ordinary  Expen¬ 
diture  over  Ordinary  Income  for  the 
year  carried  down 


£  s.  d. 


963  17  0 


35  0  0 


22  11  8 


280  9  0 

210  13  0 

1048  14  7 


1254 

12 

9 

Tempest  Anderson  Bequest 

...  1237 

15 

11 

21 

5 

0 

Rawdon  Bequest 

21 

5 

0 

8 

13 

2 

St.  Quintin  Bequest 

8 

13 

2 

15 

0 

0 

William  Dove  Bequest 

15 

0 

0 

11 

0 

0 

Arthur  Hurst’s  Annuity 

20 

0 

0 

352 

4 

1 

Income  Tax  recovered 

361 

11 

6 

74 

14 

6 

Bank  Interest  less  Commission 

38 

16 

8 

1737  9 

6 

1703  2 

20 

14 

8 

By  Publications 

•  •  • 

18  3 

106  15  2 


j£4389  5  9 


531  10  7 


By  Balance  being  Excess  of  Expenditure 
over  Income  for  the  year,  carried  to  Balance 
Sheet  ... 


106  15  2 


^106  15  2 


53i  10  7 
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FUNDS  FOR 


£t\  INCOME  AND  EXPENDITURE  ACCOUNTS 


31st  Dec.,  1947.  EXPENDITURE. 

Wm.  REED 


£  s- 

39  7 

d. 

0 

To  New  Books  and  Binding... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

£ 

•  •  •  0  3 

s.  d. 
0  10 

7  10 

0 

To  Specimens  for  Museum  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

■  •  • 

— 

£46  17 

0 

£53 

0  10 

H.  J.  WILKINSON 

£  s •  A. 

£  s.  d. 

6  iy  6 

To  Balance,  being  Income,  carried  to  Balance  Sheet  ...  ...  ...  61S  S 

£6  i7  6  £Q  IS  £ 


13 


3ECIFIC  PURPOSES. 


>r  the  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1948.  '  Ct. 


st  Dec.,  1947 -  INCOME. 


EQUEST. 

£  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 

23  3  8  By  Interest  on  £ 579  12s.  5d.  4%  Consolidated  Stock  (Gross)  ...  ...  23  3  8 

0  5  o  By  Bank  Interest  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0  3  6 

23  5  4 ■  By  Balance,  being  Excess  of  Expenditure  over  Income,  carried  to 

Balance  Sheet  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29  13  8 

46  17  o  £53  0  10 


MEMORIAL  FUND. 

£  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 

6  11  6  By  Interest  on  ^164  8s.  6d.  4%  Consolidated  Stock  (Gross)  ...  ...  6  116 

060  By  Bank  Interest  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0  7  3 

■6  17  6  £6  18  9 
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THE  YORKSHIRE  PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY. 


31st  Dec.,  1947. 

£  5.  d. 

44983  3  6 

67  13  5 

472  2  5 


7095  18  o 


789  13  9 


LIABILITIES. 


£  s.  d.  i  s.  d. 

Capital  Account. 

Balance  at  1st  January,  1948  ...  ...  44983  3  6 

Less: — Net  Loss  on  Conversion  of  Securities  2242  1  0 

- 42741  2  6 

Subscriptions  paid  in  advance  ...  ...  52  15  11 

Sundry  Creditors  ...  ...  ...  ...  143  7  11 


Re-organization  Fund  Account  : 

Balance  at  1st  January,  1948  ...  ...  1095  18  0 

Deduct  : — Expenses  on  re-equipment  and 
improvement  for  year  ended  31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1948  ...  ‘ .  597  4  4 

- — -  498  13 


Income  and  Expenditure  Account : 

Balance  at  1st  January,  1948  ...  ...  789  13  9 

Less: — Rent  and  Subscriptions 
(1946  and  1947)  written  off  as 
irrecoverable  ...  ...  ...  47  11  6 

Excess  of  Expenditure  over  In¬ 
come  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1948  ...  ...  106  15  2 

-  154  6  S 

-  635  7 


£47408  it  1 


Carried  forward 


.£44071  7  1 
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ALANCE  SHEET,  AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1948. 


st  Dec. 

£ 


1947 

d. 


£  s.  d. 


ASSETS. 


Freehold  Property  and  Land. 

Museum  Gardens. 

32  and  34,  Bootham  (Tempest  Anderson 
Bequest). 

Manor  Cottage 
St.  Mary’s  Lodge. 

Baths  Cottage,  Marygate. 

10  Bootham. 

35  St.  Olave’s  Road 


£  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 


Not  valued 
for  the 
purposes 
of  this 

Balance  Sheet. 


Investments  (at  cost). 

TEMPEST  ANDERSON  BEQUEST. 


0183 

8 

9 

£10,271  Is.  8d.  3i%  War  Stock  . 

10183 

8 

9 

2500 

0 

0 

£2,500  York  Corporation  2^%  Loan 

2500 

0 

0 

2000 

0 

0 

£2,000  2J%  Defence  Bonds  ... 

2000 

0 

0 

7967 

11 

0 

£12,876  13s.  8d.  3%  Treasury  Stock 

7967 

11 

0 

1500 

0 

0 

£1,500  2£%  National  War  Bonds  1951/53  ... 
£8,000  Mortgage  Ings  Property  Trust  Company 

1500 

0 

0 

SOOO 

0 

0 

Ltd.  4% 

£621  7s.  2d.  British  Electricity  3%  Guar- 

8000 

0 

0 

— 

— 

anteed  Stock  1968/73 

617 

13 

5 

At  Conversion  Value  on  1st  January.  1948. 

— 

— 

£900  Rotherham  Corporation  Mortgage  at  3% 
£5,839  British  Transport  3%  Guaranteed 

900 

0 

0 

— 

— 

Stock  1978/88 

5839 

0 

0 

/1,538  5s.  British  Transport  3%  Guaranteed 

— 

— 

Stock  1978/88  . 

1538 

5 

0 

£900  Rotherham  Corporation  5%  Redeemable 

953 

*131 

0 

6 

Stock,  194S-58 

f  £5,700  L.&N.E.  Railway  4%  1st  Prefee.  Stock' 

l 

■ 

9 

0 

\_£2,500  L.  &  N.E.  Railway  4%  2nd  Guar.  Stocky 
£1,200  Great  Western  Railway  Co.  4% 

r  ~ 

r 434 

16 

6 

Debenture  Stock 

— 

— • 

617  13 

5 

Deposit  York  County  Savings  Bank 

— 

— — 

RAWDON  BEQUEST. 

850 

0 

0 

£850  2^%  National  War  Bonds  (1949-51)  ... 

850 

0 

0 

ST.  QUINTIN  BEQUEST. 

250 

0 

0 

£247  11s.  2d.  3^%  Conversion  Loan 

250 

0 

0 

WM.  DOVE  BEQUEST 

500 

0 

0 

£500  3%  Defence  Bonds 

500 

0 

0 

44887  ig 

2 

120  13  6 


-  Note — Market  value  at  31st  December,  1948  =  £17,651  8s.  7d. 

Sundry  Debtors 


42645  18  2 


114  9  6 


£  008  12  8 


Carried  forward...  ...  ...  £42760  7  8 
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jist  Dec.,  1947. 

£  s.  d.  £ 
47408  11  1 


s.  d. 


Brought  forward 


THE  YORKSHIRE  PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY 
LIABILITIES. 


£  s-  d.  £  s.  d 
44071  7 


FUNDS  FOR  SPECIFIC  PURPOSES. 


WM.  REED  BEQUEST. 

739  12  8  Balance  at  1st  January,  1948  ...  ...  ...  716  7  4 

Less  : — Excess  of  Expenditure  over  Income  for 
23  5  4  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1948  ...  29  13  8 

716  7  4 -  '  - 


686  13 


H.  J.  WILKINSON  MEMORIAL  FUND. 

248  3  3  Balance  at  1st  January,  1948  ...  ...  ...  255  0  9 

Add  : — Income  for  the  year  ended  31st  Decem- 
6  17  6  ber,  1948  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6  18  9 

255  o  9  -  -  261  19  3 


£48379  19  2 


£45020  0  3 


REPORT  OF  THE  AUDITOR  TO  THE  MEMBERS  F 

I  have  examined  the  foregoing  Balance  Sheet  and  Income  and  Expenditure  Accounts  v  h 
have  verified  the  Cash  Balances  and  Investments. 

8,  Coppergate,  York. 

11th  March,  1949. 


17 


B  LANGE  SHEET,  AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1948 — continued. 


3 ■  Dec.  1947- 

£  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 
.008  12  8 


ASSETS. 


Brought  forward 


£  s.  d.  /  s.  d. 

42760  7  8 


■68  14  3 


Suspense  Account  (Ellis  Collection) — - 
Amount  expended 

Deduct: — Subscriptions  received  to  date 


500  0  0 

232  6  9 

-  267  13  3 


■3i  4 


2 


95  4 

240  1 

* 795  18 


Cash  at  Bank — 

4  Midland  Bank,  Ltd.  (Capital  Account) 
4  Do.  (Current  Account) 

6  York  County  Savings  Bank 


95  4  4 

88  12  1 
738  19  9 


922  16  2 


—  —  Payments  in  Advance  ...  ...  ...  ...  120  10  0 

FUNDS  FOR  SPECIFIC  PURPOSES. 

WM.  REED  BEQUEST. 

650  o  o  £579  12s.  5d.  4%  Consolidated  Stock  (at  cost)  650  0  0 

Note  : — Market  Value  at  31st  December,  1918=  £628  17s.  9i. 

66  7  4  Cash  at  Midland  Bank,  Ltd.  ...  ...  ...  33  13  8 

16  7  4 -  -  686  13  8 

H.  J.  WILKINSON  MEMORIAL  FUND. 

183  o  o  £164  8s.  6d.  4%  Consolidated  Stock  (at  cost)  185  0  0 

Note: — Market  Value  at  31st  December,  1948  =  £178  8s.  Id. 

70  o  9  Cash  at  Midland  Bank,  Ltd.  ...  ...  ...  76  19  6 

55  0  9 -  - 261  19  6 


7 9  19  2  .£45020  0  3 


TK  YORKSHIRE  PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY 

Te  looks  and  Vouchers  of  the  Society,  and  certify  the  same  to  be  in  accordance  therewith.  I 


H.  L.  CREER, 

Chartered  Accountant. 


FORM 


OF  A 

BEQUEST  TO  THE  SOCIETY. 


Every  person  desirous  of  bequeathing  to  the  Society 
any  sum  of  Money,  Specimens,  Books,  Instruments,  or  other 
Property,  is  requested  to  make  use  of  the  following  form : — 
I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Trustees,  for  the  time  being,  of 
.the  Society  established  at  York,  called  “  The  Yorkshire 
Philosophical  Society,”  for  the  use  of  the  said  Society,  the 
sum  of  to  be  paid  out  of  such  part  of  my 

personal  estate  as  I  may  legally  charge  therewith.  [Or  here 
enumerate  the  effects  or  property  intended  to  be  bequeathed.] 
And  I  direct  that  the  receipt  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  said  Society, 
for  the  time  being,  shall  be  an  effectual  discharge  to  my  Executors 
for  the  said  legacy. 
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TRANSACTIONS 

OF  THE 

YORKSHIRE  PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY, 

1 948-49. 
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I 

Museum  Departmental  Reports — 
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Page 

19 
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Archaeology. — Archaeologist:  Mr.  Dudley  Waterman. 

DEPARTMENTAL  REPORTS 

During  the  period  covered  by  the  present  report,  terminating,  for  con¬ 
venience,  in  September,  1949,  the  reorganization  of  the  archaeological  gallery 
has,  so  far  as  possible,  been  completed,  and  the  temporary  exhibition  of  the 
Roman  material  in  the  Hospitium  re-arranged  to  meet  the  obvious  limitations 
of  the  present  accommodation.  It  is  unfortunate  that  finality  in  the  new 
archaeological  gallery  cannot  yet  be  achieved,  but  until  the  museum  collections 
are  fully  illustrative  of  Yorkshire  pre-history,  particularly  of  artifacts  of 
Mesolithic  type,  the  lacuna  must  inevitably  prevent  completion.  On  the 
whole,  however,  the  museum  is  fortunate  in  possessing  a  wide  range  of  archaeo¬ 
logical  material,  and  does  serve  to  present  a  comprehensive  display  that  is  far 
beyond  the  scope  of  most  museums  of  antiquities  in  northern  England. 

During  June,  1948,  the  summer  meetings  of  the  Council  of  British  Archaeo¬ 
logy  and  of  the  Royal  Archaeological  Institute  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
were  held  in  York,  your  archaeologist  acting  as  honorary  secretary  of  the 
meeting  on  behalf  of  the  Institute,  and  the  Society  was  glad  to  afford  the  use 
of  the  Museum  as  conference  headquarters.  Papers  read  relating  to  Yorkshire 
archaeology,  together  with  excursions  to  places  of  relevant  interest  in  and 
about  York,  contributed  to  making  these  meetings  an  enjoyable  and  successful 
event.  Following  the  meeting  of  the  Prehistoric  Society  during  the  previous- 
year,  it  is  gratifying  to  record  the  role  the  Museum  is  beginning  to  play  as  a 
meeting  place  for  archaeologists  from  over  the  whole  country,  and  it  is  sincerely 
to  be  hoped  that  it  may  long  continue  to  serve  a  like  purpose,  stepping  outside 
the  purely  parochial  affairs  of  a  provincial  museum,  while  yet  continuing  to- 
meet  the  interests  of  city  and  county  that  it  has  so  long  served. 
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Accessions  during  the  period  have  not  reached  either  the  quantity  or  the 
quality,  of  those  during  previous  years.  The  routine  examination  of  excavations 
within  the  city  has  been  maintained,  although  yielding  nothing  of  value,  and 
the  inspection  of  finds  of  archaeological  interest  outside  York  has  produced 
little  worthy  of  record  here.  The  investigation  of  a  number  of  archaeological 
sites,  undertaken  by  the  museum  staff,  however,  has  served  to  introduce 
material  of  far  greater  value  than  more  casual  finds,  by  reason  of  discovery 
during  controlled  excavation..  The  excavation  of  an  Iron  Age  occupation 
site  at  Grafton,  near  Boroughbridge,  carried  out  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Prehistory  Research  Section  of  the  Yorkshire  Archaeological  Society,  has 
recovered  the  fragmentary  remains  of  structures  almost  wholly  destroyed 
during  previous  quarrying  operations,  but  of  considerable  importance  by 
reason  of  the  comparatively  large  amount  of  pottery  of  the  period  recovered. 
In  Yorkshire,  Iron  Age  pottery,  where  recognised  at  all,  is  practically  confined 
to  burials,  and  hitherto  totally  unrepresented  in  the  Museum,  so  that  the 
Grafton  material  goes  far  towards  filling  a  serious  gap  in  the  collections.  During 
May  and  early  June,  1949,  your  archaeologist  was  engaged  in  the  emergency 
excavation  of  a  large  burial  mound,  known  as  Quernhow,  near  Thirsk,  carried 
out  at  the  request  of  the  Ancient  Monuments  Inspectorate  of  the  Ministry  of 
Works,  in  association  with  the  Yorkshire  Archaeological  Society,  prior  to  the 
destruction  of  the  monument  in  course  of  widening  the  Great  North  Road. 
It  was  found  that  the  original  structure,  covering  a  number  of  cremation 
burials  accompanied  by  Food  Vessel  pottery,  and  of  an  elaborate  and  unusual 
construction,  was  erected  towards  the  close  of  the  Early  Bronze  Age,  about 
1500 — 1400  B.C.,  and  re-used  and  remodelled  shortly  afterwards  to  accom¬ 
modate  further  cremation  burials.  The  results  of  the  excavation  were  described 
by  your  archaeologist  at  a  lecture  at  the  Museum  on  23rd  July,  and  will  form 
the  subject  of  a  detailed  report  to  appear  shortly.  Apart  from  other  minor 
excavations,  the  work  of  the  museum  staff  in  recovering  and  notifying  the 
hoard  of  Edward  III  silver  coins  found  at  Skipton-on-Swale  in  July,  1949, 
and  subsequently  declared  to  be  Treasure  Trove,  should  be  mentioned.  Such 
fieldwork  not  only  usefully  contributes  to  the  archaeological  record,  but 
provides  the  Museum  with  well-documented  material  that  will  increase  con¬ 
siderably  the  teaching  value  of  its  collections.  The  high  reputation  of  the 
Museum,  based  primarily  on  research  in  the  held  of  natural  history,  must  be 
maintained  equally  in  archaeological  studies. 

Coins  and  Medals. — Honorary  Curators,  Mr.  J.  F.  E.  Gelson  Walker,  M.A., 

and  Mr.  Geoffrey  Thompson,  M.A.,  F.S.A. 

Among  the  gifts  of  coins,  special  thanks  are  due  to  Major  N.  V.  L.  Rybot, 
F.S.A.,  of  the  Jersey  Museum,  who  kindly  sent  six  Channel  Islands  staters 
in  extremely  fine  condition.  These  are  of  the  Armorican  type,  struck  in 
Brittany,  from  the  cache  found  at  La  Marquanderie  in  the  parish  of  Saint 
Brelade  de  Jersey,  and  illustrate  the  four  main  groups.  Other  additions  to 
the  collection  include  some  Roman  First  Brass  and  several  seventeenth, 
eighteenth  and  nineteenth  century  tokens. 

One  of  the  Curators  attended  the  coin  day  in  London,  and  so  kept  in 
touch  with  the  latest  Numismatic  news  and  personal  contacts. 

Many  enquiries  have  been  answered.  The  Curators  have  received  valuable 
.assistance  and  information  from  Alderman  Horace  Hircl,  F.S.A. .  of  Bradford, 
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and  Mr.  T.  Hill,  of  Heysham.  The  hoard  unearthed  at  Skipton  Bridge,  Thirsk, 
should  be  mentioned,  and  it  is  hoped  to  give  a  detailed  account  in  the  next 
report. 

Arachxology. — Honorary  Curator,  Mr.  Frank  Dixon,  B.Sc. 

Although  spiders,  as  a  rule,  are  not  popular  creatures,  there  has  been  a 
good  deal  of  time  devoted  to  their  study  during  the  past  few  years,  and  the 
foundation  of  a  good  and  interesting  collection  has  been  laid,  though  there  is 
still  much  work  to  be  done.  Among  the  interesting  features  is  a  collection  of 
Harvestmen  (Opiliones)  from  the  Faroe  Islands,  probably  the  first  in  Britain. 

During  the  last  few  months  many  “Fruit  Spiders”  have  come  to  England 
in  crates  of  bananas,  etc.,  and  many  specimens  have  been  brought  to  the 
Museum.  The  commonest  is  the  “Banana  Spider”  Heteropod  a  venatoria,  but 
several  other  kinds  have  been  found.  They  are  large,  long-legged  creatures, 
but  not  dangerous,  and  cannot  live  in  the  cold  English  climate.  The  most 
interesting  discovery  is  a  spider  which  is  new  to  Britain.  On  the  Continent 
it  is  known  as  Aranea  raji  (Scop.),  but  the  correct  name  is  Aranea  marmoreus 
(Clerck).  Specimens  have  been  taken  at  Acomb,  Strensall  Common  and 
Skip  with  Common.  In  the  Museum  collection  is  a  unique  series  of  specimens 
of  this  and  its  variety  A.  pyramidatus  (Clerck),  which  shows  the  gradation  from 
marmoreus  to  pyramidatus. 

Botany. — Honorary  Curator,  Mr.  Charles  Allen. 

As  in  recent  years,  Mr.  A.  A.  Dallman  has  been  primarily  engaged  in 
checking  over  the  H.  J.  Wilkinson  Herbarium,  and  in  the  preparation  of  a  more 
exhaustive  catalogue  of  its  contents.  The  Catalogue,  when  complete,  will  not 
only  contain  full  references  to  the  original  specimens,  but  also  to  the  many 
additions  made  to  the  collection  during  the  past  eight  years. 

The  department  is  again  indebted  to  Mr.  W.  G.  Bramley  for  further  gifts 
of  mycological  specimens.  Through  his  efforts,  the  Museum  now  contains 
a  fairly  representative  collection  of  Yorkshire  rusts  and  smuts.  During  the 
year  many  routine  determinations  were  made,  particularly  of  flowering  plants. 
Work  on  that  part  of  the  Museum  which  has  been  set  aside  for  the  public  display 
of  botanical  specimens  was  commenced  with  a  small  exhibition  of  the  physio¬ 
logical  and  other  aspects  of  flowering  plants. 

Meteorology. — Honorary  Curator,  Mr.  A.  Wentworth  Ping,  M.A., 
F.R.Met.Soc. 

Recorder,  Mr.  A.  Colley. 

Statistics  of  Station:  Eongitude,  1°  5'  W. ;  Latitude,  53°  57;  N.;  height 
above  mean  sea  level,  56  feet. 

Rainfall.  Rain  or  snow  fell  to  the  amount  of  23.55  inches  as  against 
24.25  inches  for  1947,  a  decrease  of  0.70  inches,  and  0.89  inches  below  the 
average  of  24.44  inches  for  the  preceding  50  years.  The  wettest  months  of  the 
year  were  January  4.73  inches,  August  3.77  inches,  and  June  3.61  inches. 
The  driest  months  were  March,  0.67  inches,  November  0.99  inches,  and  Februa^ 
and  July  1.19  inches.  The  heaviest  fall  of  the  year  occurred  on  11th  August, 
when  2.35  inches  fell. 
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Temperature.  Temperature  ranged  from  87°F.  on  29th  July  to  25'F.  on 
24th  February;  the  range  of  temperature  for  1948  being  thus  62°F.  as  against 
76°F.  for  1947. 

The  mean  temperature  for  the  year  (mean  of  max.  and  min.)  was  50. (FF., 
as  against  49.5°F.  for  1947.  July  gave  the  highest  mean  with  60.9°,  then 
August  with  59.1°.  January  and  February  were  the  lowest  with  40. 5:  and 
40.8°  respectively. 

Barometer.  A  mean  pressure  of  1014.9  millibars  (29.97  inches)  (1000 
millibars =29. 531  inches  of  mercury)  at  M.S.L.  (corrected  for  diurnal  variations) 
has  been  recorded,  the  same  as  in  1947.  January  gave  the  lowest  mean 
for  the  year,  996.4  millibars  (29.42  inches).  March  was  highest,  1027.0 
millibars  (30.33  inches).  The  highest  reading  of  the  barometer  was  taken 
on  19th  December,  1042.8  millibars  (30.796  inches),  and  the  lowest  on  7th 
January,  974.4  millibars  (28.777  inches),  all  readings  corrected  to  M.S.L. 
The  extreme  range  was  therefore  68.4  millibars  (2.019  inches)  as  compared 
with  57.8  millibars  (1.709  inches)  in  1947. 

Winds.  Observations  of  winds  show  that  during  1948  we  had  “strong” 
winds  on  67  days  (force  4-7  Beaufort  Scale)  as  against  71  in  1947.  The  winds 
observed  at  9  a.m.,  G.M.T.,  were  S.  on  57  days;  W.  67;  N.W.  55;  S.W.  69; 
S.E.  53;  N.E.  23;  N.  18;  and  E.  23. 

Thunder,  Snow  and  Hail.  Thunder  was  heard  on  10  days  as  against 
13  days  in  1947;  snow  or  sleet  fell  on  10  days  as  against  40  days,  and  hail  was 
recorded  on  3  days  as  against  1  day  the  previous  year. 

Sunshine.  Sunshine  recorded  at  Bootham  School  amounted  to  1331.7 
hours  as  against  1459.7  hours  in  1947,  a  decrease  of  128.0  hours  for  the  year. 
The  daily  mean  was  3.55  hours,  and  the  percentage  of  possible  sunshine  28  as 
against  33  in  1947.  The  sunniest  month  of  the  year  was  May  with  241.8  hours, 
followed  by  180.2  hours  in  July.  December  and  January  were  lowest  with 
30.9  and  31.7  hours  respectively. 

The  year  1948  was  without  any  outstanding  features  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  though  some  notable  extremes  in  weather  conditions  occurred. 

The  year  opened  with  mild  unsettled  weather.  January  was  the  wettest 
month  of  the  year  with  a  rainfall  of  4.73  inches,  rain  being  recorded  on  all  but 
two  days.  The  unsettled  weather  continued  to  mid-February,  followed  by  a. 
cold  spell  with  some  snow,  the  lowest  temperature  of  25  degrees  for  the  year 
being  registered  on  the  24th.  March,  April  and  May  were  sunny  months.  The 
rather  unsettled  weather  of  June  continued  to  21st  July;  the  remainder  of  the 
month  was  bright  and  sunny  with  high  temperatures  reaching  the  maximum 
for  the  year  of  87  degrees  on  the  29th.  The  hot  spell  ended  on  2nd  August 
with  the  warmest  night  of  63  degrees.  August  was  a  month  of  much  rain;  an 
unusually  heavy  fall  occurred  during  the  late  afternoon  and  the  night  of  the 
11th,  when  2.35  inches  of  rain  were  registered.  The  heavy  rain  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  strong  wind.  The  hours  of  sunshine  recorded  during  August  and 
September  were  95.0  and  97.5  hours  respectively  as  against  260.7  and  148.5 
hours  in  the  previous  year.  October  was  mild  and  dry.  November  was  notable 
for  a  period  of  ten  days  of  almost  continuous  fog  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
month.  December,  apart  from  the  cold  period  at  Christmas,  was  on  the  whole 
rather  mild  with  occasional  fog. 


YORK  AND  DISTRICT  FIELD  NATURALISTS’  SECTION 

Report  for  the  Yrear  1948-49. 

During  the  year  the  Section  kept  to  its  usual  practice  of  devoting  the 
summer  months  entirely  to  held  meetings,  and  the  winter  to  lectures  and 
demonstrations  indoors.  The  first  excursion  of  the  season — to  Coxwold  by 
train,  and  on  to  Roulston  Scar  by  bus — probably  was  the  most  enjoyable,  by 
virtue  of  the  perfect  weather  and  good  country,  but  several  others  were  very 
successful  from  the  point  of  view  of  those  who  went.  A  profitable  evening 
was  spent  on  Fulford  Ings  during  June,  under  Dr.  Fidler’s  guidance,  and  in 
the  same  month  Mr.  S.  Cooper  guided  a  Sunday  afternoon  party  in  the  area 
of  Outhwaite’s  Wood,  at  Haxby.  The  last  outdoor  meeting  was  the  fungus 
foray,  under  Mr.  Bramley’s  guidance,  in  the  fine  woods  of  Bramham  Park. 

The  winter  programme  opened  with  a  “General  Exhibits”  meeting,  to 
which  members  brought  a  good  deal  of  material  collected  during  the  summer. 
Among  the  exhibits  was  a  specimen  which  provided  the  first  British  record 
of  Bonelli’s  Warbler,  sent  to  Mr.  Wagstaffe  from  Skokholm.  The  next  meeting 
provided  demonstrations  of  the  methods  of  preserving  specimens  of  grass¬ 
hoppers,  caterpillars,  birds  and  spiders,  by  Dr.  Fidler,  Mr.  A.  Smith,  Mr. 
A.  Tynan  and  Mr.  Wagstaffe  respectively.  An  exhibition  of  natural  history 
films  by  Mr.  Burley,  during  January,  attracted  the  largest  audience  of  the 
year,  and  clearly  was  something  that  members  appreciate.  The  only  visiting 
lecturer  was  Mr.  R.  W.  Ward,  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  who  gave  us  a 
very  clear  account  of  the  work  of  his  department  in  “Fish  Preservation”. 
The  one  lantern  lecture  of  the  session  was  that  of  Mr.  F.  Jefferson,  whose  hne 
photographs  and  fluent  descriptions  are  always  a  pleasure.  Also  a  pleasure 
to  hear,  was  Dr.  Fidler’s  account  of  his  methods  of  photomicrography  with 
home-made  and  improvised  equipment.  This  would  have  been  a  useful  object 
lesson  to  anyone  who  thinks  that  worth-while  results  can  only  be  obtained 
nowadays  through  the  use  of  an  array  of  expensive  bought  equipment. 
A  meeting  of  quite  a  different  kind  was  that  at  which  Mr.  A.  W.  Ping  gave  his 
reminiscences  of  the  Section.  Members  seemed  to  appreciate  this  change 
trom  the  usual  impersonal  subjects  of  the  meetings. 

The  winter  meetings  were  distributed  among  the  various  branches  of 
natural  history,  as  follows: — Botany,  2,  as  last  year;  Entomology,  1,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  2  last  year;  Vertebrate  Zoology,  3  (4  last  year),  Geology  and  Micro¬ 
scopy,  no  meeting  (as  last  year) ;  Conchology,  one  whole  meeting  (one  shared 
with  Fresh-water  Biology  last  year)..  The  Presidential  Address,  by  Mr.  W.  G. 
Birch,  on  “The  Internal  Economy  of  Trees”,  provided  a  fitting  conclusion  to 
the  year’s  work,  and  brought  to  our  notice  many  facts  about  the  trees  which 
provide  the  setting  for  much  of  our  work  out  of  doors.  The  meetings  of  the 
last  year  have  been  useful  and  enjoyable,  under  Mr.  Birch’s  Presidency. 

It  would  probably  generally  be  accepted,  however,  that  the  arranging  of 
lectures  and  other  meetings  is  only  one  of  the  functions  of  a  local  natural 
history  society.  Another  is  the  acquiring  and  keeping  up  to  date  of  knowledge 
of  the  local  flora  and  fauna.  In  this  sphere  of  activity  it  cannot  be  said  that 
the  Section  is  at  present  achieving  nearly  as  much  as  might  be  hoped  for  from 
a  society  drawing  its  members  from  a  city  of  100,000  people.  The  Section 
sets  out  to  cover  an  area  of  over  1,200  square  miles — the  country  within  20  miles 
of  York, — and  most  of  this  area  is  covered  by  no  other  society. 
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It  is  quite  impossible  adequately  to  record  the  plants  and  animals  of  this 
area  without  many  more  working  members.  The  Section  is  strongest  in 
ornithologists,  having  several  good  men,  but  it  could  of  course  do  with  far 
more.  In  all  other  branches  of  study  our  supply  of  active  field  workers  is  far 
below  that  needed  to  make  and  maintain  an  adequate  survey  of  the  plants 
and  animals  of  our  area.  For  instance,  the  Hymenoptera  and  Diptera,  between 
them,  comprise  more  than  half  the  total  species  of  British  insects,  yet  we  have 
not  a  specialist  on  either  order  working  in  the  Section — or  in  York — and  an 
almost  virgin  held  awaits  any  member  taking  up  the  study  of  these  orders 
in  our  area,  and  willing  to  face  the  initial  difficulties  of  identification.  Only 
the  Lepidoptera — comprising  only  about  a  tenth  of  the  species  of  British 
insects — have  been  worked  at  all  adequately. 

In  botany  the  position  is  better  only  by  virtue  of  the  many  keen  workers 
active  in  York  in  the  past.  Thus  the  flowering  plants  are  fairly  well  known,  as 
regards  the  distribution  of  the  less  common  ones,  but  surprisingly  little  is 
known  of  that  of  some  common  species.  Also,  it  is  not  possible  to  keep  proper 
note  of  the  continual  changes  of  status  due  to  agriculture  and  drainage,  and 
to  the  spread  of  aliens.  No  one  is  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  distinguished 
bryologists  who  worked  in  York.  The  lichen-flora  of  the  area,  though  not 
a  rich  one  (except,  perhaps,  in  terrestrial  species  such  as  Cladoniae  on  the 
heaths)  needs  working,  and  is  virtually  untouched. 

While  the  recording  of  distribution  certainly  should  not  be  the  only,  and 
perhaps  should  not  be  the  main,  activity  of  amateur  naturalists,  it  is  important, 
and  the  lack  of  enough  active  field  workers  is  limiting  it  severely. 

The  Section’s  library  has  been  increased  over  the  last  two  years  by  the 
purchase  of  some  modern  books  (including  some  of  the  “New  Naturalist’’ 
series)  and  generous  gifts  of  others  by  members.  The  library  is  now  housed 
in  the  gallery  in  the  Council  Room,  where  it  is  more  accessible  than  it  was  in 
the  Students’  Room. 

As  in  previous  years,  our  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Wagstaffe  for  the  trouble 
he  has  taken,  and  the  assistance  he  has  given,  in  many  ways.  This  year  thanks 
are  also  due  to  Mr.  Tynan,  who  frequently  has  been  at  the  Museum  to  open 
up  for  our  meetings,  and  to  see  us  off  again  afterwards. 

The  meetings  during  1948-49  have  been  as  follows: — 

Summer. 

Visits  were  paid  to  Roulston  Scar,  Mr.  Terry’s  garden  in  Dringhouses, 
Askham  Bog,  Fulford  Ings,  Outhwaite’s  Wood,  the  Museum  Gardens,  Langwith 
Common,  Mr.  Birch’s  garden  in  Stockton  Lane,  Clifton  Ings  and  Bramham 
Park. 

Winter. 

“General  Exhibits.’’  Members. 

“Preservation  of  Natural  History  Specimens’’.  A.  Smith,  J.  H.  Fidler,  A. 

Tynan  and  R.  Wagstaffe. 

“Entomological  Evening.’’  A.  Smith  and  J.  H.  Fidler. 

“Exhibition  and  Discussion  of  Natural  History  Books’’.  Members. 

“General  Exhibits”.  Members. 

“Afternoon  on  Birds  and  other  Vertebrates”.  R.  Wagstaffe,  F.  Jefferson  and 

P.  J.  McHugh. 


“Exhibition  of  Natural  History  Films”.  C.  L.  Burley. 
“Botanical  Afternoon”.  W.  G.  Bramley  and  K.  G.  Payne. 
“Photography  of  Specimens”.  J.  H.  Fidler. 

“Reminiscences — The  Y.  &  D.F.N.S.”.  A.  W.  Ping. 

“Fish  Preservation”.  R.  W.  Ward. 

“Conchological  Afternoon”.  C.  F.  Sweetman  and  A.  Smith. 
“Some  Focal  Bird  Life” — A  Lantern  Lecture.  F.  Jefferson, 
The  Presidential  Address.  W.  G.  Birch. 


CLIMATOLOGICAL  SUMMARY— THE  YORKSHIRE  MUSEUM,  YORK,  1948. 
Height  above  Ground  : — Thermometers  4  ft.  Rain-gauge  1  ft. 
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CLIMATOLOGICAL  SUMMARY— THE  YORKSHIRE  MUSEUM,  YORK,  1948. 
Latitude  53°  57'  N.  Longitude  1°  5'  W.  Height  above  Mean  Sea  Level  57  ft. 
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~|“HE  interests  of  THE  YORKSHIRE  MUSEUM  are  primarily 
devoted  to  Natural  History  and  Archaeology.  Its  fine 
collections  cater  not  only  for  the  general  public,  but  also  for  specialist 
students  in  these  two  branches  of  cultural  activity. 

The  Keeper  would  be  interested  to  hear  at  all  times  of  collections, 
large  or  small,  which  other  institutions  or  private  persons  may 
have  for  disposal,  and  which  could  be  used  to  extend  the  educational 
facilities  already  afforded  the  archaeologist,  systematist  and 
biologist  at  THE  YORKSHIRE  MUSEUM. 
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